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President’s Report 

Can you believe it is the end of third term already? We’ve had many fun 

and educational incursions, a pizza night for dads, kinder photos, a 

fantastic excursion to see Peter and the Wolf and a couple of fundraising 

activities as well, making it an eventful term for all.    

On Sunday 16th September 2018, Doncaster Kindergarten held a 

celebration for all of our past students, staff and families to celebrate 50 

years of operation. 

In 1964, Gaie Maddock and other locals formed a Committee and began 

fundraising to build a kindergarten which was built at Hummell Way, just 

over the road outside the current kindergarten's rear gate. The kinder 

opened its doors in 1968 after four years of fundraising and receiving 

additional funding from the Government. 

Last Sunday we had many special guests including the founder of 

Doncaster Kindergarten, Gaie Maddock who also taught at the kinder for 

thirty years, her daughter Sally Dent who taught at the kinder for 18 years, 

some of the original Committee members and many Teachers, past and 

present. 

The Mayor of Manningham, Andrew Conlon, spoke and unveiled the bird bath bowl and stepping stones 

which were decorated by our "class of 2018" children with the help of local artist Mary Lou Pittard to 

commemorate the occasion. These will be installed outside under the mirror on the cubby house wall over the 

coming weeks. 

 

We will be creating a book with the names and year/s of 

attendance of the children and teachers who attended 

and adding photos from the day. There were well over 

100 past students, teachers and their families who came 

along to enjoy the festivities and support the 

kindergarten. It was a fantastic day! 

 

 

Teachers (Past and present) Larissa, Elva, Celia, Helen, Gaie, Michelle, Sally, Ann, Kay and Letitia 

 

 

 

 

In the Community 

 

• 50th Anniversary! 
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We would sincerely like to thank our raffle sponsors for the day: 

• Red Flair Photography 

• Cadbury 

• Zoos Victoria 

• Puffing Billy Railway 

• Surrey Park Swim School 

• Yarra Bend Adventure Golf 

 

Thanks to Liz, Meg and Michelle who sourced the raffle prizes. 

We would like to acknowledge the time and effort spent by our Committee members and 

other parents on the day. 

Many thanks to: 

• Our Office Assistant Liz for co-ordinating the event.   

• Kay who liaised with Gaie and Sally and sourced 50 years of class photos and 

laminated them for display on the day.  

• Committee General Member Cara who sold raffle tickets which raised $123.00. 

• Thanks to all of our families and staff who contributed some delicious goodies 

for our cake stall. Our Committee OH&S Officer Sylvia manned the cake stall 

and raised $248.00! 

• Thanks to our Maintenance Officer Dom who cooked the sausage sizzle. The BBQ raised 

$244.20. Thanks also to Green group parents Jocelyn and Gourhan who helped serve and collect 

the money. 

• Thanks to Green group parent Erina for manning the “guess the number of Freddos” in a jar. This 

raised $19. 

• Thanks to our Treasurer Cristina for taking photos on the day. 

• Thanks to our yellow group teacher Elva for being our official face painter on the day. She did a 

magnificent job and made a lot of children very happy! 
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• Thanks to our Committee Secretary Emana, Committee General Member Carina and Green group 

parent Maninder for helping on the day. 

• Thanks to our Teachers Meg, Kay, Elva, Letitia and 

Michelle who assisted with the set up and clean up after the 

event. 

In addition we have a few more organisations to thank: 

• Jackie and Daryl from JD coffee who parked their 

coffee van at our back gate. They contributed 10% of their 

takings for the time they were here which was $11. 

• Doncaster Primary School for lending us their 

BBQ 

• St Gregory the Great Primary School for lending 

us their pinboards which displayed 50 years 

worth of class photos and Dom and Liz for 

transporting them and Kay and Liz for arranging 

the display 

• Doncaster Church of Christ for allowing us to place our advertising board on their property 

• Philip Webb for sponsoring our Community Board 

• Woolworths Devon Plaza and Woolworths Doncaster shopping town for contributing gift cards to 

purchase supplies for the day 

• Big W Doncaster shopping town for donating two gold foil number balloons which matched our 

invitation which was designed by our President, Vanessa O’Connell and looked amazing. 

 

• Numerous local Primary and Secondary schools 

for advertising our event in their newsletters 

• Manningham Matters and the Manningham 

Leader for advertising our event and publishing an 

article written by our very own Kay Turner. 
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Happy 50th Birthday Doncaster Kindergarten! 

Don’t forget we will be looking for new committee members for 2019 so if find you’d like to find out more 

about how you can contribute to the success of our kinder, please don’t hesitate to contact me on 0402 982 

236 or email president.doncasterkinder@gmail.com   

Have a safe term break and look forward to seeing you in Term 4. 

Warm Regards 

Vanessa O’Connell  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:president.doncasterkinder@gmail.com
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Important message from the Doncaster Kindergarten Committee 

 

At Doncaster Kindergarten we run sessional programs with a specific start and finish time which 

we ask that parents and carers adhere to. When children arrive late at the beginning of their 

session, this impacts our Teachers ability to run certain activities while they wait for children to 

arrive. When children are collected late, this stops the Teachers attending to other duties that 

they are required to complete at the end of each session. It can also be quite distressing for 

your child to be the only one left behind. We understand that at times, being late is unavoidable 

and allowances are made for this. 

We would like to bring your attention to an extract from our Fees Policy regarding late collection 

charges. 

Late collection charge: 

The Committee of Management reserves the right to implement a late collection charge when 

parents/guardians are frequently late (3 times or more per term) in collecting their 

child/children. In these situations, the following procedures will apply: 

The qualified staff member will discuss with the parents/guardians/carer any barriers that may 

be impacting on their ability to collect their child on time and inform the 

parents/guardians/carer that if it continues the Committee will be notified and the family will be 

given a written notice regarding implementation of a late collection charge should it occur a 

fourth time. 

If after the reminder is issued, the parents/guardians/carer is between 10 and 30 minutes late, 

a charge of $10.00 for every 10 minutes, or part thereof, from the conclusion of the session will 

be invoiced by the Committee. 

If the parents/guardians/carer is over 30 minutes late in collecting their child the charge will be 

$50.00 maximum.  

We respectfully ask for your co-operation in this matter. If you have any concerns, please raise 

them with your child's teacher or the Committee. 
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A message from the Enrolment Officer 

 

Do you have children who are already two years of 

age who you are planning to send to Doncaster 

Kindergarten? If so, we encourage you to enrol them 

now! 

 

Enrolments at Doncaster Kindergarten are processed 

in the order of the date of application so to avoid your 

younger children missing out on a place, it is 

important that you apply as close to their second 

birthday as possible. Due to the limited number of 

places available at Doncaster Kindergarten, siblings 

do not get an automatic guaranteed entry. They need 

to be enrolled as soon as possible after their second 

birthday. 
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3 Year Old Red Group Report 

 

Well, where did that term go?  As I sit here and write this I can’t believe 

we are about to enter the last term for 2018 and I can’t help feel that 

Christmas will be here before we can blink.  The days at kinder are busy 

and full of fun, as the children are living and learning new skills.  I am 

constantly reminded of how lucky I am to be able to be a part of your 

children’s lives as they explore, grow and develop into confident young, 

social people.   

 This term we have observed a huge shift in the group’s social skills, with 

many children establishing friendships with their peers.  This has been 

our main focus as the weeks have progressed, and many of the areas of 

the program have been designed with this goal in mind.  Children learn 

these skills through nurture, modelling and guidance from Kay, Michelle 

and myself, along with carefully selected activities within the program.  

As children develop these friendships and social connections, we find 

that they also experience times of conflict, which is a normal part of this 

growth.  We have been working with the children to establish strategies 

to negotiate these times of challenge.  For the most part we have been 

building on the children’s language skills so that they can verbalise what 

they want and don’t want to happen whilst at play. We look forward to 

these social connections developing further next term.  

The indoor program has 

provided the group with many 

opportunities for interactive play, where the children can work on 

their social skills, language skills and imaginative play skills.  One 

such area that proved very popular was the block corner with the 

large diggers and play mat.  It was wonderful to observe the 

children engaging in their friendship groups and using their 

imaginations to create their play.  This was also evident in the 

outdoor cubby house, the sand pit, the dry riverbed area, the net 

swing, and currently in the shop/supermarket set up. 

Along with developing greater social skills, the children have also been exploring the concept of STEM 

(Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) which is a large part of our program this year and it has 

been fantastic to observe the children engaging in a wide range of activities to support this knowledge.  

Some of these activities include construction and building activities, puzzles, numeracy, classification and 

sorting activities, play dough, the sand pit and the dry riverbed. Your children are doing this every day as 

they engage in their environments but it has been fun to dive into this concept even further with some 

intentional teaching.  

As the weeks have progressed, early literacy concepts have emerged as an area of interest amongst the 

group.  The children have become more interested in the formation of written language as they practise 

 

 

 

Important Learning 
Area 

• Developing Social Skills 

• Concept of Stem 

• Literacy and Numeracy  
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writing their own name and the alphabet.  In order to facilitate this, 

we have introduced a range of activities into the program to 

promote ongoing learning in this area.  Even though this is not 

something that I would expect necessarily from this age group, it is 

a clear indication that the children are moving in the right direction 

towards formal literacy.  Along with literacy, there has been 

continued interest in numeracy this term.  This has been supported 

and promoted by the inclusion of a wide range of number 

experiences designed to extend on their current knowledge of 

number sequencing, counting, numeral recognition and matching 

objects to numbers.   Here the children are exposed to written 

forms of numbers and encouraged to sort, classify, follow patterns and match quantity to numerals. This 

term’s program has also offered a selection of creative art experiences, with the open ended pasting table 

and painting activities at the easel proving very popular. These experiences provide the children with a 

whole variety of skills and it has been wonderful to observe the group experimenting with the materials on 

offer.  It is important to note that these activities are open ended and therefore do not require any particular 

adult directed outcomes.  The children are free to experiment and explore in a way that suits them. 

In the outdoor program the children are provided with a variety of climbing structures, swings, tricycles and 

other materials and equipment to build and develop their gross motor skills.  Here, the children are 

encouraged to climb, balance and demonstrate spatial awareness in order to orient themselves, moving 

around and through their environment confidently and safely.  It has been wonderful to observe the growth 

in confidence and skills of the children throughout the term. 

Another fun and successful event at kinder was our Father’s 

Day/Special Person’s Pizza Night.  The children had loads of fun 

preparing for the evening as they created a gift for their Dad.  It was 

wonderful to see the number of Dad’s who were able to attend this 

event.  The children thoroughly enjoyed it and it was a great opportunity 

for the Dad’s who are not able to make it into the program during the 

day, to see what goes on at kinder during a session.  Thank you to all 

who attended and made this such a successful event.  

Thank you also to all you wonderful parents who continue to give up your precious time to come and help 

out at kinder each session.  We could not run the programs that we do without you. 

Have a great break and we will see you all back in term 4 with 

fully recharged batteries. 

 

Letitia, Kay and Michelle. 
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4 Year Old Green Group Report 

 

We've had an action packed term and it has been great to see the 

Green Group children continue along their learning journey as engaged 

and committed learners.  We have seen further growth in their social 

and emotional development over the last few months.  They are an 

enthusiastic and settled bunch who are a pleasure to teach!  Here are 

our highlights of Term 3: 

Indigenous Culture. We were excited to have a visit by Rebecca & 

Kayla from the Wurundjeri Tribal Council (our local tribe).  This was a 

very interactive session with a large range of resources for the children 

to explore.  As a result the children were highly engaged throughout 

the session and keen to participate. We introduced an aboriginal 

custom - the yarning circle -  into our group time; to develop awareness 

of indigenous culture and children's sense of agency, reflective thinking 

skills and increase their input into the learning program. 

Science Week.  Although we have an ongoing focus on science, 

during this week we conducted experiments to learn about the 

properties of ice, explored geology, fossils and magnetism.  The 

children enjoyed examining real fossils that are millions of years old, 

along with a range of crystals and 

rocks. 

Sustainability.  The children took 

part in an upcycling art project, 

creating 'Iris Art' by painting irises 

on old T-shirts.  Their 

collaborative artwork is currently 

on display in 'The Walk of Art' 

space in MC2 building (Level 2).  

We loved visiting it and having a 

look at other Early Childhood services art projects in the exhibition.  

Following on from this we incorporated recycled materials into our 

learning program and made our Fathers/Special Others Day gifts & 

cards using them. During the term we have also been focusing upon 

humankind's negative impacts upon the environment and fauna; woven 

into our learning about a range of topics and hopefully raising the 

children's awareness.  

Pyjama Breakfast at Kinder.  It was a very exciting session when the 

children arrived in pyjamas, slippers & dressing gowns to have breakfast together.  Afterwards, they washed 

 

Upcoming Events 

October 8 

FIRST SESSION OF KINDER 

October 12 

POLICE LIAISON OFFICER VISIT 

October 19 

WOOLWORTHS FOOD 

DISCOVERY TOUR 

October 26 

RESPONSIBLE PET INCURSION 

November 7 

DIWALI FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS 

November 9 

KEW TRAFFIC SCHOOL 

EXCURSION 

November 22 

GRANDPARENT'S DAY 

December 20 

LAST SESSION OF TERM, END 

OF YEAR GATHERING        

 

 

Important Events 

 

• Anzac Day learning 
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and dried their dishes before brushing their teeth and getting changed into play clothes. Fun and slightly 

chaotic at times; it was great to see the children use their self-care skills. Their gold coin donations went to 

Doncare, a local community organisation. 

Tracky Dack Dress Up Day.  We participated in this nationwide charity event to help support sick children 

in hospital by wearing our casual tracksuit pants/leggings and donating gold coins.  As with our pyjama 

breakfast; this day helped develop the children's sense of social responsibility. 

Book Week. We had a special Book Character Dress Up Day and visited Doncaster Library for storytime at 

the beginning of the week.  During the week children were excited to bring in a favourite book for show and 

tell.  We had so many we had to continue show and tell the 

following week! 

Family.  Father & Special Other's Night at Kinder was a lovely 

evening of pizza, play and art. The children loved having their 

father/special other with them. It was a great opportunity for us to 

get to know each other better and to celebrate how much they 

mean to us.  We had family members come into make Dan Dan 

vegetarian noodle soup and Hainan Chicken Rice with us this 

term.  The dishes were delicious and the children were keen to 

try them.  We also have had many family helpers during out 

sessions in Term 3; we always appreciate your efforts, please keep on coming!  We are looking forward to 

family joining us for our Football Dress Up Day & party on our last day of term. 

‘Peter & The Wolf’ Excursion. We took a bus along with the Yellow Group to watch a performance of 

'Carnival of Animals' and 'Peter & the Wolf' by the Utassey Ballet Company in Nunawading and afterwards 

play at Tunstall Park.  The children were highly excited about being on a bus and loved the performance 

and playground. 

Water Safety Incursion.   A highly interactive session by Healthways Swim School to educate the children 

about water safety where the children learned to recognise water safety signs, dangerous marine 

creatures/objects and the importance of wearing 

life jackets in a boat.   

Thanks to Michelle, Liz and our teaching team 

for their continued hard work and commitment to 

the children and our learning program.  Finally, 

we thank parents and committee members for 

their ongoing support and fundraising efforts this 

term and wish you and your families a safe and 

happy holiday break. 

 

Meg and Michelle 
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4 Year Old Yellow Group Report 

 

We would like to welcome our new friend, Emily and her family. It has 

been lovely meeting you all. We are looking forward to sharing the fun 

learning journey with you. 

Term 3 has been eventful and occupying for Yellow group children. At 

the start of the term we welcomed Ria, the student teacher from Monash 

University to the teaching team. The children continue showing interest in 

nature by collecting natural things or objects (gum nuts, flowers and 

various leaves) and doing a nature scavenger hunt. To support their 

interests, we discussed the changes that occur to our environment 

throughout Winter and created a new nature scavenger hunt for Winter. 

The children enjoyed looking for different objects in the yard and ticking 

them off the list. They also enjoyed exploring ice and arctic animals. We 

remain assisting the children to develop their social skills and emotional 

wellbeing through reading stories, singing songs and discussing different 

feelings/emotions and strategies to express/manage them. In the middle 

of the term we also introduced a super friends award certificate, which 

encourages positive interactions among peers. i.e. respecting others, 

sharing resources/spaces, listening to others, using words to express 

ourselves, showing growing appreciation and care for the environment. 

At the beginning of the term, guided by the 

children’s interest we have been focusing 

on dinosaurs.  Using reference books, 

stories and video on the iPad, we learnt 

about a range of dinosaurs. The children 

also enthusiastically engaged in a variety of 

learning experiences to explore the 

dinosaurs. i.e. dinosaur matching game, dinosaur stamp painting, 

threading the dinosaurs, drawing dinosaurs by looking at the 3D 

dinosaurs, exploring the dinosaurs with play dough and the natural 

resources. The hands-on science experiences caught the children’s attention, freezing a mini dinosaur in a 

water balloon then rescuing them by using different techniques to melt the ice. They also created fizzy 

dinosaur eggs (baking soda mixture) and hatched the dinosaurs with white vinegar. To follow up with their 

interests, we planned different hands-on science experiences during Science Week in August. The children 

learnt the properties of magnets by exploring which objects were magnetic and non-magnetic. We then 

provided magnetix construction, metal marble painting with magnetic bars and a magnetic stick 

puzzle/maze to reinforce the concept. The children also explored the properties of other materials through 

doing salt painting (glue is sticky, salt absorb the water colour). The children were amazed by the “magic” – 

self-inflating balloon experiment. 

 

Upcoming Events 

October 8 

Term 4 Start 

October 22 

WOOLWORTHS FOOD 

DISCOVERY TOUR 

October 26 

RESPONSIBLE PET 

INCURSION 

November 9 

KEW TRAFFIC SCHOOL 

EXCURSION 

December 19 

Mini Concert & party, Last 

session 

 

 

Important Events 

 

• Gardening 

• Book Borrowing Program 

• SHOW and TELL 
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We discussed the chemical reaction between bi-carb and vinegar. Painting bi-carb soda with coloured 

vinegar was planned.  

Sustainability has also played a large part in our program. To follow up our visit 

to the Community garden, we introduced eggshell planting. We learnt that the 

eggshell provided calcium to the plants, and crushed egg shells also protect our 

plants from being eaten by soft body insects, i.e. snail and slugs. The children 

took responsibility to look after their own eggshell plants. We also encouraged 

the children to collect their lids during snack time, and then used them to make 

games and chimes to hang in our yard. Some of the children also collected yoghurt lids at home and 

brought them back to kinder. In August the children also participated in a community art project – “Upcycling 

as a lens for Art in Early Years”. They created suncatchers out of used plastic plates, which will be 

displayed at the Doncaster Library.  

To prepare the children for school, we have begun to introduce a variety 

of concepts of printing to the children. Children have the opportunity to 

write and read their names in both upper and lower case. i.e. sign in 

sheet, upper and lower case puzzle and matching games. They also 

have become familiar with letter-sound relationships at small/large group 

time and transition times. There were lots of play-based literacy 

experiences in the fortnightly learning plan. A Bingo game has become 

popular in our group, the children gained English vocabulary, letter-sound 

relationships and social skills through participating in this learning game. 

To promote our communication skills, we continued doing “Show and Tell” on a daily basis, the children had 

opportunities to draw out the next person’s name for Show and Tell.  In the later part of the term, we also 

introduced “What did you do on your weekend?” at group time on Mondays. The children were encouraged 

to recall their experiences and verbally share with the class. Daily activities such as reading stories and 

discussing the daily calendar are still popular in the class. Numeracy experiences have been embedded into 

our program, i.e. measuring and comparing our heights, measuring our hands and feet with blocks, number 

and picture/dots matching puzzles. The children also loved doing “What’s the time Mr. Wolf?”, bowling 

game and musical chairs. These activities not only assist with their developing of gross motor and social 

skills, but also helped them to practice their 1:1 correspondence counting, counting numbers backwards in 

order, and simple addition and subtraction. 

During Term 3, we have included a range of incursions and 

excursions for the children to participate in. We visited our local 

library and listened to stories, and then had a picnic outside the 

library.  

To assist the children to understand and learn the cultural of 

Indigenous people, we had Rebecca visit us from the Wurundjeri 

Tribal Council. The children had opportunities to closely explore some 

tools and materials that have been used by Wurundjeri people, i.e. an 

eel trap and possum skins. The children learnt that the Indigenous 

people only take what they need from the land and respect it while Rebecca pointed out illustrations from 

the book “Welcome to Country.” The children learnt Woiwurrung words to sing “Heads, shoulders, knees 
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 and Toes” and the Hokey Pokey song. They also learnt the Woiwurrung words to name some of the 

Australian animals. In the following weeks, we had Wacky Wednesday, the children wore their clothes 

inside out/backwards, as wacky as they could. The children voted the wackiest person of the day. In August 

we celebrated National Science Week and Children’s Book Week where the children were encouraged to 

bring their favorite book to share with the class, we then finished off with a book character Dress Up Day. 

Father’s/Special Person Pizza Night was a great success, we had lots of fun with our Dads. The children 

loved making crafts, playing games and reading books with 

their dads. The highlight of the night was musical chairs.  

Our upcoming events in September, including our first bus 

trip to watch a performance of “Peter & the Wolf” by the 

Utassey Ballet Company in Nunawading.  It will be a great 

opportunity for our children to explore the other 

communities. We will also have incursion by Healthways 

Swim School to educate the children about water safety. 

This will be an interactive session to help children recognize 

water safety signs, dangers of marine creatures and 

objects, and the importance of wearing life jackets while 

doing activities on/in the water. Last day of the term (21st 

September) will be Footy Dress Up Party, the children and 

educators are encouraged to dress up in their favorite footy team’s colours or sporty clothes. 

There will be no term report for Term 3. Early next term I will be completing the Transition Learning and 

Development Statements (TLDS). This will involve families completing Part 1 of the statement and I will 

prepare Part 2, before sending copies to families and to the children’s schools. These statements provide 

information about each child’s interests and strengths to their schools in order for them to prepare for and 

facilitate their start to school in 2019. 

Thank you to all the families who have helped at kinder throughout the term. The Term 4 roster has been 

put out by the sign in book. Please help yourself and put your name down. Grandparents are also 

welcomed to help. This will assist us in running an effective session for the children. 

Have a lovely and safe holiday.  

 

Yellow Teaching team, 

Elva and Kay 

 

 

  


