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Welcome to all our new families this year, and welcome back too, to those of you who have 
returned.  Can’t believe we are at the end of Term one already and it is great to see that the 
children seem to be settling in really well, thanks to our committed staff and committee.  There 
have been some busy sessions with incursions, a library visit, painting, stories, and lots more.   

The majority of our committee this year is made up of new members.  They, the returning 
committee members and our great staff have kicked off the year with some great ideas, 
enthusiasm and dedication, for the benefit of our kindergarten and ultimately our children. 
Thanks in advance to everyone’s efforts and work in keeping the kindergarten successfully 
operating.  Thanks to our staff for providing a great learning environment for our children.  

We had our first major fundraising event with our BBQ fundraiser at Nunawading Bunnings that 
was on Sunday 17th March! A huge thank you to the committee and family members that 

volunteered their time on the day. It was a great success! 

Fundraising is such a large part of a parent run kindergarten and is an integral part of our 
operations, so I ask that you contribute any way you can to ensuring that our children can enjoy 
new and wonderful educational toys during their time at Doncaster Kindergarten.  Other 
fundraising activities will be held this year so keep an eye in your child’s pigeon holes for further 
information. 

The Committee is always looking for more parents to become actively involved so if you’re 
interested in being part of the Committee team please contact me on 0402 982 236 or email 
president.doncasterkinder@gmail.com. 

If at anytime you wish to raise any issues, provide feedback or convey any ideas, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me by phone on 0402 982 236 or by email at 
president.doncasterkinder@gmail.com. 

I know we are all in for a great year.  Not only will the kinder provide our children with lots of 

experiences to allow them to grow and develop, but it will offer us as parents, lots of 

opportunities to be part of this exciting and significant milestone in our children’s lives.      Until 

next term, enjoy the upcoming break, for those celebrating I wish you a happy Easter. 

Cheers, 

Vanessa O’Connell 

(Zoe and Ashton’s Mum, Red Group)        
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Special announcement! 

Our 4 year old Yellow Group Teacher Elva and her family are pleased to announce 

they are expecting a baby in August! Elva will commence parental leave at the end 

of Term Two 2019. The Committee are currently sourcing a replacement Teacher and 

we will let our yellow group families know as soon as someone has been appointed for 

Term Three and Term Four of 2019. 

A message from the Enrolment Officer 

Do you have children who are two 

years of age who you are planning to 

send to Doncaster Kindergarten? If so, 

we encourage you to enrol now. 

Enrolments at Doncaster Kindergarten 

are processed in the order of the date 

of application so to avoid your younger 

children missing out on a place, it is 

important that you apply as close to 

their second birthday as possible. First 

round offers for places in 2020 will be 

sent out in July. 

Term One Bunnings BBQ Fundraiser 

We wanted to extend a huge thank you to the 

following individuals and businesses for your 

recent support of our Bunnings BBQ Fundraiser. 

It can cost up to $700 to buy goods for the day, 

so every cent we receive helps us. We were 

able to raise in excess of $1500 on the day and 

this would not have been possible without the 

generosity of the following people. 

 

 

Our sincere thanks to: 

Our families who donated $5 towards the expenses for the day. A special mention to the 

families of Erisa (Yellow Group), Benjamin (Red Group), Lucas Y (Green Group) and Ibrahim 

(Green Group) for your donations above the requested $5 which we put towards the 

Bunnings BBQ costs.  

Michelle Wiffrie and Andrea Cutler the Activities Organisers at Bunnings Nunawading for 

assisting us in gaining a position. 

Woolworths at Donaster Shoppingtown for your donation which was put towards bread and 

sausages 

The families who loaned us their eskies to use on the day 

Thanks to all of our wonderful parent volunteers who worked hard on the day and finally a 

special mention to our chief Bunnings organisers, Minoo Oveisi and Yan Lin who spent many 

hours making this event happen and run smoothly. 
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Did you know? 

There is a lot of information available in the 

Kindergarten Foyer and we wanted to bring your 

attention to the following: 

Family Information and Resource folder – this contains 

all sorts of information which may be useful to you, feel 

free to have a browse through it at any time 

Committee Meeting Minutes folder – minutes of all 

Committee meetings are placed in this folder 

Committee member photo gallery - have a question 

about Fees? Enrolments? Fundraising? The email 

addresses and photos for our 2019 Committee 

members will soon be available in the foyer. 

Suggestion Box – As part of our continuous 

improvement focus, we have a suggestion box 

available in the foyer. Please write down any ideas, 

date the piece of paper and place them in the 

suggestion box. We welcome any feedback about the 

service provided by Doncaster Kindergarten. 

Feedback can be anonymous or if you would like a 

response, please leave your details.     

Please take the time to read the information placed 

around the foyer as it does change from time to time 

! 
Safety in the MC2 Car 

Park  

Please be mindful of the 

speed limit in the MC2 car 

park and take particular 

care in the 15 minute drop-

off zone. Please drive slowly 

and watch for children 

when coming and going. 

Also, please ensure you use 

the appropriate car 

spaces for small cars. When 

large cars park in the small 

car spots, this reduces 

visibility. The car park can 

be a very dangerous place 

for young children so 

please take extra care. 

Immunisation Reminder 
An up to date Immunisation statement will be required to be provided to Doncaster Kindergarten 

once your child has their four year old vaccinations. 

Immunisation History Statements are available on request at any time by contacting Medicare: 

- By telephone on 1800 653 809 

- By email on acir@medicareaustralia.gov.au 

- Online at www.humanservices.gov.au/customer/services/Medicare/Medicare-online-accounts  

(search "Immunisation Statement") 

- In person at your local Medicare service centre 

Please provide updated immunisation statements to your child's teacher to ensure we are meeting 

legal requirements and our records are up to date. Your child will not be able to attend 

kindergarten without an up to date record. 



 

5 

 

 

DONCASTER KINDERGARTEN CLASS TIMETABLE 

 

 

 

 

Doncaster Kindergarten session - hours of operation 

Doncaster Kindergarten is a sessional kindergarten with set drop-off and pick-up times. We have 

included the schedule for each group below as a reminder. 

For your child to get the most they can out of our program, we request that they attend from the start 

of the session time and then collected at the end on time also. At the end of each session, our 

Teaching staff have work to do to prepare the room for the next session, so it is very important that all 

children are collected on time. Your children can also become upset when they are the last child to 

be collected. 

4 Year Old Yellow Group 

Monday 8:30am - 12:15pm 

Tuesday 8.30am-12.15pm 

Wednesday 12:45pm-4:30pm 

Friday 12:45pm-4:30pm 

(15 hours per week) 

4 Year Old Green Group 

Monday 12:45pm - 4:30pm 

Wednesday 8:30am-12.15pm 

Thursday 12:45pm-4:30pm 

Friday 8:30am-12:15pm 

(15 hours per week) 

3 Year Old Red Group 

Tuesday 1pm - 4:30pm 

Thursday 8:30am-12pm 

 

(7 hours per week) 

 ➢➢Late collection charge 

The Committee of Management reserves the right to implement a late collection charge when 

parents/guardians are frequently late (3 times or more per term) in collecting their child/children from 

the service.  In these situations, the following procedures will apply: 

The qualified staff member will discuss with parents/guardians/carer any barriers that may be 

impacting on their ability to collect their child on time and inform the parents/guardians/carer that if 

it continues the Committee will be notified and the family will be given a written notice regarding 

implementation of a late collection charge should it occur a fourth time. 

If after the reminder is issued, the parents/guardians/carer is between 10 and 30 minutes late, a 

charge of $10.00 for every 10 minutes, or part thereof, from the conclusion of the session will be 

invoiced by the Committee. 

If the parents/guardians/carer is over 30 minutes late in collecting their child, the fee will be $50.00 

maximum. 
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3 Year Old Red Group  

 

 

By Letitia 
 

 

Welcome to 2019.  What a busy start the new 
year brings.  We have had a great start to the 
year with all children working hard to separate 
happily from loved ones and settle each session.  
This is a major beginning to a young child’s life 
and as we all know, with any new achievement, 
it comes at an individual rate.  So don’t be 
alarmed if your child is still finding this a 
challenge at times. 

I would like to take this opportunity to formally 
welcome all families to 3 year old kinder.  It has 
been wonderful getting to know you over the 
past weeks and Michelle and I look forward to 
doing so further throughout the year.    I am truly 
blessed to work with Michelle and have done so 
for the past 12 years.  She is such a dedicated and 
diligent educator.   We also welcome back 
Elizabeth, our Office Assistant, who continues to 
be a wonderful support for all the staff and the 
Committee of Management.  Another key 
element to the successful and caring nature of 
Doncaster Kindergarten is the wonderful 
volunteer Committee of Management that 
oversees the running of our kindergarten.  The  

 time and dedication, you give to our kinder is 
truly remarkable and we thank you for it.   

The past term has been very busy at kinder for 
your children as they work hard to settle into 
their new environment, learning new routines 
and developing new relationships.  The group 
have become happy, settled and engaged in the 
program.  Recently we have started our family 
participation scheme.  Here, family members 
have the opportunity to come along to kinder 
and help out to support the staff and the 
children within the program.  This is a valuable 
part of our early childhood program here at 
Doncaster Kindergarten, where we believe in 
developing a partnership with families in order 
to create the best possible outcome for your 
children.  At this early stage of the year, there is 
a lot for the children to learn in terms of routine 
and procedure. Along with exploring their new 
kinder environment, the children have also 
been learning how to behave at kinder, using 
walking feet inside, using our quiet voices 
inside, sitting cross legged with hands in laps 
whenever we are on the mat together,  



 

7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

gathering together to come inside, getting hats for outside play, packing up our kinder 
environment both inside and out, and learning our “Wominjeka” welcome song at group 
gathering time, as well as, our goodbye song at the end of each session. 

Another huge area of learning is our progressive snack time.  Here the children initiate when they 
feel hungry, go and help themselves to their snack, wash their hands, remove their photo from 
the board and sit to eat. As you can see from just reading this, there are many steps to this 
procedure and I have been amazed at how quickly the children have learnt to do this.  

 At this point I would like to congratulate all families on packing your children healthy snacks. At 
this time in a child’s life it is important to educate children on the benefits of  healthy eating in  
order to keep their bodies healthy.  Of course we all enjoy those little indulgences, and this is 
where “sometimes foods” comes into play.  I have thoroughly enjoyed getting to know your 
children and I know this will continue to develop throughout the year. 

   The indoor program has provided the group with a variety of experiences, in order to cater for 
every child’s interest.  Some of the more popular areas include puzzles, home corner, play dough, 
painting and the varied self-serve floor activities.  A lot of these areas are designed to be open- 
ended, whereby children control the outcomes of the play.  Here children are able to work on 
developing their sense of identity and become confident and involved learners, as well as working 
on emerging language skills required for all life situations.   
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The outdoor program has been just as important in developing a healthy sense of identity, wellbeing, 
community and communication.  Here the children also become confident and involved learners as 
they use their curiosity, creativity, enthusiasm and imagination to engage in the experiences.  The sand 
pit has been a popular part of the outdoor program as it again provides the children with an open ended 
venue to explore and create how they wish.  The children have also spent lots of time exploring and 
experimenting with the climbing equipment, working on their balance, co- ordination and planning and 
problem solving skills.  The swings have been immensely popular and it has been great to see children 
assisting their friends to swing.  The cubby house, with the inclusion of dolls and prams has also been a 
hive of activity as the children role play familiar activities that would be practised and engaged in at 
home. The weather has been very kind to us so we have been able to include a wide selection of water 
based activities into the program.  The children have enjoyed keeping our garden hydrated with endless 
trips to the tank to fill up their watering cans, painting all surfaces with water and of course, large 
amounts of water in the sand pit. We would like to thank all families that attended our Welcome Picnic 
at Ruffey Lake Park on Sunday 24th February, it was a fabulous 
turn out. 
We would also like to extend a sincere thank you to all 
parents/carers/grandparents who have given up your valuable 
child free time to come into kinder and help out for parent 
participation.  As mentioned before, your assistance is greatly 
appreciated and very important to the 3 year old program, 
especially at this early stage of the year.  

We hope you all have a happy and safe Easter break and we look forward to seeing your all back at 
kinder on Tuesday 23rd April. 
Letitia and Michelle 

Reminders 

• Healthy snacks with no juice, and containers or packaging that the children can open so 

they can further develop their independence. 

• Please pack a change of clothes into your child’s bag. 

• Please put a sun hat into your child’s bag. 

• With the colder months approaching, please send your child with a warm hat (beanie) and 

a coat as we will play outside each session 

• Please try to be on time for arrival and pick up from kinder. 

• Look at the Parent Participation roster and pop your name down. 

• Speak with Letitia or Michelle if you would like to come into kinder and do a special activity 

with the group. For example, cooking? 

• Thursday 25th April is ANZAC day, so there will be no kinder that day. 

• Please feel free to contact me via email on my gmail address if needed. 
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4 Year Old Green Group 

By Meg 

 

Dear families, our first term of 4 year old kindergarten has been a busy and enjoyable time in the Green 
Group.  Our main focus has been on making the children feel comfortable and secure at kindergarten, 
finding out about each other, making new friends, and working on routines and boundaries. In amongst 
that, it has been great to see the children actively engage with a broad range of learning activities. 
Emergent curriculum (stemming from children's interests) has formed a significant portion of our 
learning foci this term with our role being to facilitate, extend and scaffold children's learning.  Here 
are our highlights of Term One: 
 
CELEBRATING OUR DIVERSITY: 
With family being such an important part of children's identity, we have started to learn who they are, 
what are some of our family interests, and cultural and/or religious traditions. Some material is brought 
in with the All About Me Bag, some during Cultural Diversity Week and we have also had the pleasure 
of families sharing their skills and knowledge directly with the children during sessions.  This will 
continue throughout the year, and we look forward to collaborating with families to discover our 
similarities and differences.  The  Lunar New Year/Spring Festival period was important for many 
families in our community and the children were very engaged with various learning activities.  With 
other significant events such as Holi, Nowruz and Harmony Day; we were also fortunate to have families 
providing valuable input into our learning program and enriching the children's experiences at 
kindergarten.  We learned about the Hindu festival of colours and spring - Holi; and the children enjoyed 

making art using powder paints and their 
fingers/hands.  To celebrate Harmony Day during 
Cultural Diversity Week, our children dressed in  
cultural costume or the colour orange,  and brought 
food from their culture to share, or items for display. 
At the close of term we will have our picnic at 
Wombat Bend Playspace and Easter Egg Hunt.  
Coloured paper will be sent home for a holiday family 
craft project - we hope to have a 'forest of family 
trees' on display in Term Two made of our traced 
hands.  We will learn more about Easter and 
Orthodox Easter at the beginning of Term Two. 
 

CALM4KIDS: 
Learning how to identify emotions and feelings, strategies for self-regulation and dealing with negative 
emotions (as part of developing social and emotional competencies) have been an ongoing focus.  As 
part of self-regulation skills development, we have held 4 sessions of Calm4Kids yoga.  The children 
have learned various yoga positions incorporated into storytelling, and each session has ended with 
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relaxation breathing.  It has been great to see the children's enthusiasm and we have seen flow on 
effects as we use some of the techniques during class time. 
 
LIBRARY EXCURSION: 
For their first excursion, the children joined hands to walk up to Doncaster Library for story time with 
Sara the Junior Librarian.  They were active participants in the many action songs and concentrated well 
as they listened to stories.  Just getting there and back was an achievement in itself, and we look 
forward to more outings during the year. 
 
STEM PLAY  (Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths) and LITERACY: 
STEM interests such as colour mixing, gravity, vehicles,  nature, animals, and building have been 
incorporated and extended upon through a wide range of activities; including reference books, internet 
resources,  hands on exploration, art and craft, experiments, 
stories, dramatic play, puzzles, and songs.  The children have been 
very engaged with open-ended construction using a variety of 
resources, and we have seen some encouraging relationship 
building and collaborative play as a result.  Sensory play including 
play dough, sand, finger painting, water, ice and shaving foam has 
also been popular.  Literacy and numeracy activities have been 
popular, which children showing a strong interest in the alphabet, 
reading, patterns, geometry and counting. Our home corner has 
been heavily used throughout the term for dramatic play, 
particularly family and restaurant scenarios. Although adult scaffolding and facilitation is sometimes 
required; we have seen some good progress made by the children as they learn to share, take turns, 
and develop respect for one another.  
 
 GROUP TIMES: 
At our Wominjeka meetings and story times we have had a strong emphasis on learning a variety of 
action songs as well as reading books or using the iPad to learn more about the world. Songs provide a 
strong foundation for literacy; helping to build vocabulary, sound discrimination, memory, and listening 
skills. Often it has been challenging for the class to settle and maintain their focus for a period of time.  
They have responded well to educator strategies such as the use of visual displays, props, and gestures 
to aid their attention skills. It has been good to see them making progress in this area, and we are sure 

that they will develop their listening skills and confidence in 
contributing further next term. During the term we introduced the 
'All About Me' bag for the children to share at group time and look 
forward to starting the  'Green Group Friends'  book next term.  
These group time activities help us to get to know each other better, 
strengthen ties between Kinder and home, and help children gain 
confidence in presenting in front of the group.   
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OUTDOOR PROGRAM: 
Our outdoor program is just as popular and busy as indoors.  Water play has been a favorite activity; 
and the sandpit, rock garden, cubby house, climbing/balancing equipment, bikes and swings are always 
in use.  The children have  been learning to take turns, negotiate and share as they use the equipment 
and engage in imaginative play featuring  tools, jungle animals, 
cars, diggers, 'cooking' utensils, and running games.  It has 
been good to see the children take an active interest in the 
environment as they play, explore, climb a tree, look for 
ripening fruit, help care for the plants, and discover various 
items from nature to observe, collect and discuss in a nature 
scavenger hunt. It has also been nice to have outside picnics 
when weather has permitted. 
 
Thanks to Michelle, Carina, and Lisa for their continued hard 
work and commitment to the children and our learning program. Thanks also to Letitia for helping us 
in Michelle's absence and Liz for her hands on administrative support. A big thank you also to Green 
Group families for your invaluable assistance during this term – helping us during our sessions, your 
feedback and input into our learning program, and participation in the working bee and fundraising.  
We hope you have a happy and safe break over the upcoming holidays. 
 
Meg, Michelle, Carina and Lisa 
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4 Year Old Yellow Group 

By Elva 

 

Welcome to all our families. It has been a pleasure meeting you all and sharing the early years learning 
journey of your children with you. The children gradually settled in, even though sometimes it’s a little 
bit sad to say “Goodbye” to our Dads or Mums. The children have done a great job of adjusting to our 
daily routine. We continued to review our classroom rules and procedures, as well as proper indoor 
voice level. The children have developed a sense of identity through introducing themselves in front of 
the class. They have formed friendships with peers through participating in a small/large group activity. 
We have been learning about feelings and emotions though a wide 
range of activities, including books, puzzles, social stories, and 
songs. In the latter half of Term one, we have also introduced the 
Super Friend Certificate to encourage positive interaction among 
peers. 
 
Celebration of the cultures 
To celebrate diversity within our community and learn the traditions 
and heritages of ourselves and other cultures, we celebrated several 
festivals with the children, such as Luna New Year and Persian New Year/Norooz. The children have 
been developing an increased understanding of Asian Culture through participating in a range of 
learning experiences. For example, listen to the story of Nian, doing firework painting, and making 
dumplings with Mengping (David’s mum) and Diana (Alex’s mum).  We discussed what Chinese people 
do to celebrate the Lunar New Year and how the tradition has been passed on.  We then celebrated 
cultural diversity week by encouraging the children to come in in their cultural outfits. We are very 
fortunate to have Anita (Helia’s mum) share her culture with us. She explained Norooz (the Persian New 
year), and how Norooz is celebrated in Iran. The rich cultural diversity atmosphere and opportunities 

assisted the children to connect with their world and develop a sense 
of identity and belonging. We really appreciate the support and help 
from our parents.  
 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) 
To stimulate the children’s learning and development, we provided a 
range of hands-on science experiments, which has caught the 
children’s interest as they were encouraged to think and predict the 
results, and then use play to investigate and discuss the outcomes. 

Walking water experiment taught the children the concept of absorption, through this experience the 
children also learnt to create secondary colours by mixing primary colours. We followed up this 
experiment by introducing Absorption painting. The children were fascinated to see liquid paints be 
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absorbed and expanded on the serviette. When two colours merged, a new colour was created. This 
led us to the Fizzy Painting experience. The children were excited to see the bubbles forming when 
squeezing coloured vinegar into baking soda. They produced new colours by adding different colours 
into the foil tray. To assist the children with understanding the similarities and differences among 
people, we also presented an Egg Experiment. We first discussed the outside of the eggs (4 of them), 
e.g. the colours, we then encouraged the children to guess whether the inside would look the same, 
the children guessed the insides would be different as the outsides were different. Once we cracked 
open the eggs, the children noticed that the inside of the eggs were the same. This helped us to 
understand that people look different from outside, but on the inside, we are all the same! We will also 
use different coloured apples to scaffold the thought of similarities and differences. 
 
The children have been developing their fundamental Maths 
skills through a variety of experiences, such as developing an 
ability to count verbally and accurately from 1-20 (forwards and 
backwards) through songs, puzzles and books, understanding 
size, shape, and patterns through songs/poems, stories and 
games, recognizing numerals through number matching game, 
and understanding one-to-one correspondence by participating 
in various counting activities. Towards the end of the term, a 
different “shape friend” was introduced each day: Sorin Square, 
Rossi Rectangle, Tong Triangle, Dylan Diamond, Tyler Trapezium, Cindy Circle, Ollie Oval and Olivia 
Octagon. The children have enjoyed contributing ideas to build a person with different shapes during 
group discussion. To reinforce their learning, we have also provided a range of learning experiences, 
including shape collage, shape stamping painting and shape hunting.  
 
Literacy 
Songs/poems, stories and board games have been incorporated into our daily program, which 
contributed toward the children’s literacy development. Such as, today’s date, the day of the week, 
today’s weather. We explored the sound of different letters while discussing the days of the week and 
singing the ABC phonic song. We have been learning and practicing one song a week based on our 
current interests/topic. For example, “Seven days in a week”, “Wash, wash, wash your hands”, “Hello 
in different languages”, “The more we get together”, “Month of the year”, “slippery fish”, “I had a little 
turtle”, “Open and shut” (in two versions), “Fire trucks”, “Do you know the Oval man?” The children 
also learnt to identify each part of their body in English through the action song “Touch your knees”. It 
was nice to see the children use the new words in their communication, for example, earlobe, forehead, 
shin, hips, ankle, calves, and heels. 

 
Communities 
Apart from having families to share their cultures with us, we also 
introduced a mixture of incursions and excursions from diverse 
communities, which will assist to broaden the children’s 
understanding of the social world around them. For example, a visit 
from our local library, having a welcome picnic at the Ruffey Lake 
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Park, visiting the local school’s playground, 
participating in the Calm4kids Yoga sessions, and 
doing Easter Egg Hunt at  Wombat bend Park. We 
have also discussed a few cases of emergency with 
the children  and taught them how to keep ourselves 
safe in case of an emergency. Such as, lock down and 
fire evacuation. 
 
 
Finally, we would like to say ‘Thank you’ to our 
yellow group families for your participation and 
assistance during this term. 
 
Have a great and safe holiday.  
 
 
Elva and Kay 
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